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BACKGROUND: A 10-question survey was developed by the staff of the San Juan Preservation Trust (with help 

from an outside facilitator) and was posted on our web site for one month between Thursday March 11, 2010 and 

Saturday April 10, 2010.  An email announcing the survey was also sent out to approximately 1,800 active email 

addresses within SJPT’s database. We received 100 responses within 24 hours of sending this email, and as of April 

10 – exactly one month after the survey was posted - we had received 373 responses. The following pages 
summarize these responses and compile all comments received. All responses were anonymous (we did not ask for 

names or other personal information). Further analysis of this survey was presented to SJPT’s board of trustees for 

discussion at our strategic planning retreat that was held April 14-15, 2010. 

 
SURVEY INTRODUCTION:  
 
The board of trustees and staff of The San Juan Preservation Trust are currently reviewing SJPT's strategic 
objectives. As someone who has demonstrated your love for the San Juan Islands through your support of 

this organization, we hold your opinion in particularly high regard. 
 

You will find that the following survey, which challenges you to envision the islands as they will be 

received by future generations, does not ask “How are we doing?” Instead, this is a survey that asks 

“What SHOULD we be doing?” We are not asking for any personal information in this survey, and it should 
only take you a few minutes to complete. A summary of responses will be posted on our web site at the 

end of April 2010. 

 
PLEASE RESPOND BY APRIL 10, 2010. The results of this survey will be incorporated into strategic 

discussions taking place in mid-April 2010.  

 
On behalf of all of us at the Preservation Trust, thank you for taking the time to share your thoughts with 
us. We remain sincerely grateful for your generous support of our work. We simply couldn't do this 

without you. 
 

The Board of Trustees and Staff 
of the San Juan Preservation Trust 
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Question 1 :  
 

Tell us why you love the San Juan Islands. 

Answer Options 
Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

Inspirational landscapes and vistas 80.2% 295 

Land-based recreation (hiking/walking, bird watching, 
beachcombing, etc.) 

71.7% 264 

Sense of community and small town values 71.5% 263 

Escape and respite from life in the cities and suburbs 66.8% 246 

Marine recreation (boating, fishing/crabbing, 
kayaking, etc.) 

61.4% 226 

Other (please specify) 84 

answered question 368 

skipped question 4 

 
Comments: 

1. Marine environment 
2. The fact that there is a conservation ethic at work in the islands, a common vision and love for the islands. 

3. Friends with similar views 

4. The relative rural, undeveloped character of these islands. 

5. My soul is at peace there.  My ashes will be spread there. :) 

6. No street lights, no fast food joints, use to be able to say "no franchises". 
7. I disagree with lumping "sense of community" and "small town values."  I've found some of the most interesting, worldly, progressive, open-minded, 

accomplished people in the islands. Too often, "small town values" is used as ideological shorthand for traditional and conservative.  So YES to "sense of 
community" and NO to "small town values." 

8. Not (as) built up as the rest of the world.  We must keep it this way.  Or if building is going to occur, small, selectively with historic architecture - from 
design to materials to native landscape.  We should be able to look at each parcel, structure and landscape...and not be able to tell if it was built now or 
150 years ago. 

9. Old-time islander values of self-sufficiency, individualism.  The fact that the San Juan Islands are  ISLANDS are thus self-contained, somewhat separated 
from mainland culture. 

10. Personal connection from amazing childhood memories 



SJPT Online Membership Survey Results 
March / April 2010 

 

373 Respondents Page 3 of 30      Results as of April 10, 2010 

11. Ability to own and live on a spectacularly beautiful valley 
12. Homesteading history and opportunities for current practice (to a limited extent) 
13. Community engagement 

14. Sense of history. Farming community. 
15. ItΩs my default position. When itΩs time to go home this is it. I love the natural beauty, my friends, my family, and my community. More people here love 

me than anywhere else. Being surrounded by both the sea and the mountains... I really love that as well. 

16. Sheep, pastures, serene countryside, organic farms and foods. I guess that falls under inspirational landscapes. 

17. FAMILY!! 

18. Agricultural land 

19. Locally-produced food 

20. Working farms and Farm land and animals on farms to see and enjoy their uses ( mile, ride horses, sheep for wool etc) But to also see them!! 

21. Sense of regional history. Unique ecosystem. Longstanding family ties. 

22. Small size, low population density 
23. It's our family summer home so for us, it's the one place our whole family gathers, all generations. i spent my summers on Lopez, and now my kids spend 

theirs on Lopez with their cousins. Lopez holds a special place in my heart. 

24. I can see the night sky. Hedgerows, although they are disappearing and we need to save them. Quiet. 

25. A unique sense of place. 
26. Old growth forests. Native flora and fauna. Year round comfortable climate, clear air, quiet surroundings.  

Community support of preservation efforts throughout the islands via SJPT, Land Bank, Sea Doc, Friends, San Juan Nature Institute and other like 
organizations. Fewer pesky insects such as mosquitoes, ticks, chiggers and the like or poisonous plants, dangerous wildlife than are found in other areas of 
the country. 

27. Quiet and time to spend with others 

28. Great amenities for a small population....theater, restaurants, lectures, etc. 

29. Small scale, local market agriculture, and the fact that at night it is mostly dark! 
30. Quiet and lack of pollution -- until recently: now there's air traffic from helicopters and larger airplanes, plus large slash burns putting carbon dioxide and 

particles of who-knows-what into the air (and my lungs?)  How about some education to discourage the burns, at least... 

31. Ambient level of civility 

32. Lack of excessive commercialization. 

33. I grew up here and it has been my "home" for nearly 40 years.  It holds a very special place in my heart. 

34. A way to live our values & become more self sufficient.  

35. Good climate, little traffic, many quiet places, wildlife, friendly and supportive neighbors, and, most important, good schools. 

36. Hiking and hopefully more trails 
37. Smell of salt water, peace, sunsets, water glistening on wet rocks, watching my grandchildren play, seeing my dogs run free, remembering to thank the 

universe for these islands! 

38. The diversity of people who choose to live on the island. 
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39. For us on our property we totally enjoy our privacy and seclusion and solitude. The quiet and at night you can actually see the stars. They are not blocked 
out by lights. 

40. I came here as a kid in the 60's with my family on a sailboat, ideally I would like to see us go  
BACK 40 years:-) when it comes to development.  I am seeing too many areas being spoiled a bit at a time, because of irresponsible property owners. 

41. Since I live here, escape from the city is not high on my list, but before I moved, it certainly was. 
42. Unique setting with interesting history and diversity between islands; unique economic & food production (agricultural/aquaculture) opportunities; clean 

environment with relatively little sprawling commercial development 

43. My hometown community 

44. Unpaved places. Trees. Birds. Water. Clean air. 

45. An ethic among many community members that embodies both marine and terrestrial ecosystem protection and preservation. 

46. Climate 
47. I can' really prioritize any of the above, they are all so important.  The only thing I'll add is that the marine recreation might be the one thing I would 

envision being "better" in the future than it is now.  There aren't as abundant level of wildlife as there used to be: fishing for salmon and bottom fish, 
crabbing, etc..   I'm not saying it's terrible but I think it has declined.   I'd love for the San Juans to be a great place for recreational fishing as it once was. 

48. I live here. It is home. All that other stuff too. 

49. Friends who live in the San Juans 
50. I was born and raised in New England (Rhode Island and Vermont) and feel that there are not only many similarities to the San Juans, but a similar sense of 

the need to preserve what we current have--- and have had--- through the centuries. 

51. Quiet 

52. Progressive values, artists' community, environmental ethic 

53. Great place to raise children 

54. The setting is unique.  Recreational fishing is a shadow of what it was but the step back in time is as grand as ever 
55. Family connections 
56. Fresh air and access to local sustainably grown organic food. 
57. The islands are a place where we leave the digital, internet information overload world behind and connect to the natural world. So an escape from the 

physical environment of the city, noise, and cars and streets, but also from the mindset of the city. 

58. Its rural-ness.  Lots of open space. No (or few and kept in compact areas, not sprawled) apartments. 

59. Quiet. Clean Air. Clean Water. Sharing space with wild animals and birds. Dark skies at night so I can see the stars. 

60. Wildlife and natural plant communities. Peace and quiet. Parks, reserves and public lands. Rural landscape - natural and farm/forest. 

61. Connection with nature; connection to rural/farms/agrarian way of life. 
62. The islands are our home, not a place to escape to. We chose to live on an island because of the small rural community and deep sense of belonging to a 

real place and being part of a true community. 
63. The integration of human activity into a dynamic ecosystem makes the islands a wonderful place to live and work. 
64. special awesome people; giving and full of love.  also so many experts in gardening!! 

65. Natural environment, uncontaminated by human interference. 

66. It was like "coming home". 



SJPT Online Membership Survey Results 
March / April 2010 

 

373 Respondents Page 5 of 30      Results as of April 10, 2010 

67. A clean and vibrant Salish Sea. Beaches all over the inhabited islands open to the public. No more sales for homes or businesses right on the water.  
This would help with our water pollution problems. A coordinated transportation system within the islands themselves as well as with the ferries 
(including passenger only ferries) and mainland transportation. 

68. wildlife, agriculture/ farmlands, rich historical attributes 

69. I love the richness of life here.  Between the waters, the forests, the open bluffland, the hedgerows and farmlands. 

70. My marine recreation is kayaking and NOT using depleting our fish and crabs.  I do not consider killing wildlife a recreation. 

71. There is a unique and progressive agricultural scene here that values sustainability and self sufficiency. 

72. Please add horseback riding to your list of land-based recreation 

73. I love the lack of "big time" development. 

74. Pretty much all of the above AND the lack of street lights and stop lights - Saturday market and the farm stores. 
75. The opportunity to live "simply" without all the conveniences of the mainland. However, those same conveniences are finding their way here and 

altering the uniqueness of the islands, consequently reducing the demands on oneself and thereby one's relationship with the island environment. 

76. Trails, trails, trails! To walk and ride horseback exploring the islands as folks have done since the beginning of island history. 
77. the islands are one of the only places left that are not full of giant box stores, mc restaurants and such.  Most people here are interested in 

supporting small local business and friendly trust based community.  People that want to come here and change that to what the rest of America is 
experiencing should just stay on the mainland.  This place is unique.  We must fight to keep it this way. 

78. An opportunity for the community itself to have our ecosystem work, but community sponsored programs that educate residents and tourists as to 
what will stop the degeneration and return to the possibility of living in a pristine environment. 

79. I hope that small town values doesn't mean up-tight and picket fence-y. One of the things I love about the San Juans is that those outside the 
mainstream American culture have place here and that these Islands able people to lead low-impact lives. 

80. All of the above 
  

81. We have places to go and walk that are away from businesses and houses  just enough to feel like you are surrounded by nature. just enough so we can 
catch glimpses of the views and habitats that ŘƻƴΩǘ have the sounds and sights of people somehow interfering, which is almost always the case.  I love that 
there is some land set aside for public use, without it every single place i would like to go would be considered trespassing on someone ŜƭǎŜΩǎ private 
property. With places set aside to preserve as they are, I can see and also appreciate maybe the only way i could ever enjoy "my own"  place where i 
would be able to go when i want to be outside. Which is something I love doing everyday no matter the weather . I do not have my own property here, 
which would give me that chance otherwise, and i think it is important to keep as much of natural areas intact as we possibly can. 

82. It is a peaceful place for reflective thought and it is a great climate for growing things 
83. .........the open sky and its vistas, day and night.........the good air........animal life......agriculture and farming......integration of economic levels by nature of 

far-reaching exposure and backgrounds of citizens here and appreciation for them........large variety of interests and expertise of residents..... 
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Question 2: 
 

How were you first introduced to the San Juan Islands? 

Answer Options 
Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

Through family or friends that owned land in the 
islands. 

34.2% 127 

As a tourist 24.8% 92 

Through family or friends with a tradition of 
vacationing in the islands (cabin rentals, camping, 
etc.). 

9.2% 34 

Job relocation (yourself or an immediate family 
member) 

5.1% 19 

Attendance at one of the island summer camps 
(Camp Orkila, Camp Norôwester, etc.) 

4.0% 15 

Other (please specify) 22.6% 84 

answered question 371 

skipped question 1 

 
Comments: 
 
1. While in graduate school at the UW, I spent the summer of 1972 at the Friday Harbor lab. 

2. Private boating since childhood 

3. family boating in the san juans growing up 

4. Trips as a child to the marine research facility in Friday Harbor with my family. 

5. A biking trip, long ago. 

6. Through a friend that often visited the islands and loved going there. 

7. We camped at Moran State Park the first time we came to the Island 

8. Acquired land thru off-island real estate deal. 

9. Grew up in WA, always spent summer time in cabins...remotely...not with tourists. 

10. Born and raised in Western WA--I grew up knowing the islands were THE place to be. 

11. As a student while attending a traveling school, for a masters degree in education. 

12. My family pioneered on San Juan Island where both my parents grew up. I spent my childhood summers in my grandfathers cabin on Turn Point. I've 
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spent most of my adult life here. 

13. Plein Air Washington paint outs. 

14. multi-year search for a retirement location 

15. Born and Raised 

16. Just luck 

17. I was born and raised here. 

18. recommended by a friend that was a long-term renter on Orcas 
19. My partner was doing an internship at a farm on the east coast and we met.  I left my professional job and moved to Lopez with no job and not knowing 

anyone except my sweetie.  That was in 1989. 

20. My introduction came as a sea explorer scout in the 1950s. I have been reintroduced many times since, as a tourist, as a boater, as a working journalist. 
21. I grew up in Bellingham thru college (1952 - 1976).  Spent every summer on Guemes Island; visited frequently Orcas at Olga and Doe Bay with family 

friends; bicycled on San Juan Island during college; grandparents owned property on Lummi in the 40's and 50's. I scuba dived and boated for 6 years in 
all of the islands from 1968 -1976.  Presently live in California and own a house on San Juan Island and property on Eliza Island (Bellingham Bay). 

22. I read about it in a classified ad in Cruising World Magazine. 

23. Sailing  the waters around the San Juans during a vacation 15 years ago and fell in love with the pastoral charm. 

24. Born here. 

25. While a teenage member of a Kitsap county sea scout troop we cruised the islands every summer. 
26. Our job relocation followed my daughter's move here and the purchase of a house.  Our first introduction was a stay at the Turtleback Inn, after which 

my daughter moved here and we followed.  My other daughter was an annual presence at Camp Bow Isle on Bowen Island across from Vancouver, so we 
are actually "all of the above"! 

27. I grew up on Guemes Is. 

28. Born and grew up in the islands. 

29. My parents moved my family here when I was a young child.  It has basically always been my home. 

30. Grew up there. 

31. Fishing and camping as  kid. 
32. We first came here in the 60's on a short vacation from the Seattle area looking for a few days of quiet relaxation. We moved here in 1981 looking for a 

place to raise our children and to find employment. 

33. My family was transferred to Anacortes with Shell Oil. 

34. Through family member who grew up in Anacortes and currently lives in California when we were interested in living remotely during the 1970s 

35. As a leader of bicycle tours of Boy Scouts and my kids. 

36. I was raised here.  One set of grandparents homesteaded on Orcas, the other moved here to farm in 1915. 

37. Boating 

38. Through a group of friends that were interested in communally buying a significant property for joint use and preservation. (purchased in 1976) 
39. Looking for a place to settle, (it was Back To The Land Time) we asked a realtor who described Lopez in such terms that we knew it was the place.  He said 

"two stores and a gas station." 
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40. Read about it in a Pottery magazine and came to see it for myself. 

41. Attended a conference at the Friday Harbor labs, then returned with my family the next summer. 
42. Rented a condo at Smuggler's Villa which we bought at the Big Brothers Auction in Seattle.  This was in the early '80's. We vacationed there with other 

families for several years and started our search for our own piece of the year 'round wonderland. 

43. As an annual user of the University of Washington's Friday Harbor Labs for my teaching and research 
44. Moved to Seattle and loved the NW. Then relocated for work to Chicago. We missed the NW so much, we bought a piece of heaven on Orcas so we could 

maintain our connection to the NW. 

45. As working artists we needing a place to live that is quiet, peaceful and isolated...a creative environment. We found it on Guemes Island. 

46. Boat camping as child. 

47. Leadership conference as a student at Western Washington State University in Bellingtham in the 70's 

48. My parents moved here when I was 9 
49. We saw the house we soon bought on the Internet, came to Lopez between Christmas and New Year's to see the house and fell in love with the island 

and the house in the 24 hours we spent on the island.  It almost felt as though we had come home, even though we had never been to the San Juans 
before. 

50. Friends who were living on the island. 
51. Reading---in various publications---about the world class beauty of the San Juan Islands---and knowing that if I came here (after I did this in 1998) that I 

would realize a life-long dream of establishing a bed and breakfast in a scenic, rural area. 
52. My husband can to the San Juan's as a child.  On our honeymoon (47 years ago) he wanted me to see this beautiful place.  I too fell in love with the 

beauty.  We knew at that time we would like to live here at some time, but it wasn't until 35 years later that we were able to make our dream come true. 
This is the magic here, once you experience it you never forget it. 

53. Boating 
54. Looking for a place to have a second home, except we fell in love with Orcas Island, sold our first home, bought a home on Orcas and moved here with 

joy in our hearts - 1990 and we've never regretted it! 
55. Many years ago from kayaking and biking through the islands.  from being a student at Western wa. state college (now WWU) and involved in the 

outdoor program that brought me to non ferried islands such as Waldron, Sinclair, Clark and Barnes... 

56. As a boat owner 

57. First a tourist by boat. 

58. Invited as a guest of a resident on the island (rented, didn't own land) 
59. Kids went to camp Orkila, and have led numerous scout trips to Moran 
60. Sailing and cruising 

61. I heard about the islands...and the idea of owning one...when I was a 6th grade camper at Camp Kirby on Samish Island in about 1937. 
62. I was born and raised on San Juan Island 
63. Boat trip 
64. Cruising in the San Juan and Gulf Islands every summer as a child. 
65. We grew up spending 2-3 weeks each summer sailing through the San Juan islands and enjoying the state parks.  I also attended Camp 

Nor'wester. 
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66. wanted to buy island property 
67. I was looking for a place to live that was very beautiful, in order to take the Eye Cure.  When I came to Lopez to check it out I felt as if I had 

come "home," even though that was not a concept that I had been entertaining at all.  My story is not at all unusual . . . 
68. In 1974, we, in our 21 ft sailboat, spent two weeks in the San Juans.  We still look at our first trip as wonderful.  We continued to sail in the 

San Juans and the Gulf Island over the next 30 years.  In 2000 we purchased a house on Lopez.  We are here to stay! 
69. We grew up/lived in the Pacific Northwest, the islands have always been our backyard 
70. I was born here. 
71. my husband grew up on the island, graduating in 1973..So started coming up after we met and married in 1985 
72. I sailed here, arrived in the winter and discovered a (perceived perhaps!) self sufficient, independent and beautiful community that I 

wanted to be part of. 
73. From SJPT's beginnings. 
74. As a landowner in San Juan County since 1973, and since the inception of SJPT. 
75. boating 
76. My daughter-in-law brought me over to see San Juan Island soon after I moved to Mount Vernon.  I had been on a ferry from Vancouver 

Island to the mainland many years before and wanted to see what the islands were really like. 
77. our entire family moved here in 73 
78. I am fourth generation on Lopez Island. 
79. Diving trips in the 1950's and 1960's. 
80. 1976 - looking for a place to get away from mainland lifestyle. 
81. Coming with Seattle based son and family to look for property, helping to build 18 years ago, now living here in that house full-time in our 

70's. 
82. Sister attended Nor'wester 

83. read a book of fiction about the san juans 35 years ago. decided to retire here. did just that in November 2007. 
84. As new residents to Washington state, we decided to see what the islands were all about, and came out on the ferry with our bicycles in 

the late seventies.... 
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Question 3:  

As you consider your 30-year vision for the islands (see above), tell us how important it is for the San Juan Preservation Trust 
to address these NATURAL VALUES: 

Answer Options 
This is 

SJPT's TOP 
PRIORITY  

An 
important 
value for 
SJPT to 
address 

A low 
priority 

value for 
SJPT to 
address 

SJPT should 
NOT address 

this 
conservation 

value 

Response Count 

Native plant and wildlife habitat 154 169 23 1 347 

Scenic vistas, including views from roads and ferry 
routes 

120 156 59 8 343 

Shoreline and marine environment 224 117 8 1 350 

Forests 116 208 23 1 348 

Wetlands and streams 136 188 21 4 349 

Fresh water quality and quantity 133 149 50 9 341 

Other NATURAL VALUES to consider (please specify) 62 

answered question 357 

skipped question 15 

Comments: 
1. Preserving special natural areas from development 

2. Preserving open space 

3. Buying land to prevent development sprawl 

4. Sustainable agricultural practices 

5. Keep all landscaping and flowers strictly native - in the villages, on the roadsides, chamber projects, etc. - keep everything native.  Only. 

6. Biodiversity 
7. Keep your eyes out for ANY endangered wetlands, please... And HOWL if any more hair-brained schemes, like diverting water from Ag lands to shoreline 

developments comes up again. 

8. Recreational opportunities, public access 

9. Top priority - Farmland and farming 

10. We should seek to maintain a healthy core ecosystem and not cater to development AT ALL. 

11. Just keep it pure. Don't build anymore! 

12. I believe these are all EXTREMELY important, but I only wanted to select one (ok, two...) for 'top priority' 
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13. Places of quiet. 

14. Save our hedgerows.  Please include information and education about this in your outreach.  Maybe hedgerow easements. 
15. Over-regulation by state and county we DO NOT WANT. Period. I sent this to our HOA board of directors today:  As I watch all these videos of meetings 

about Critical Areas Ordinances, I sit here and wonder what in hell it will be like in 100 years hence? People will maybe be spending ALL of their time 
fighting zoning and heavy regulation battles, more and more and more bureaucracy administered by totally incompetent state and county hacks who hire 
on not because they know anything but instead because of the high pay and magnificent early retirement benefits, controlling commissions up the ass, 
mind-numbing taxes and regulations, and the charm of living here will have been vastly destroyed. I'd rather be back at 1945-1955, thank you 

16. Continue to acquire and make beautiful, wild land accessible to the public. 

17. Keeping the island uncluttered by commercial development. 

18. Maintaining the rural farm atmosphere 
19. Agricultural landscapes- without protecting land that can be growing food for our community in a way that doesn't damage our amazing ecosystem, we are 

open to the serious option that our impact on ecosystems through agriculture is simply out of sight, out of mind. 

20. Reducing the speed limit by 5 mph on 45mph and 35mph roads will perhaps change urban and suburban mindsets. 

21. LǘΩǎ all important, but we must strike a balance. 

22. Farmland preservation 

23. Interconnected hiking/biking trails 

24. Low impact recreational lands and trails 

25. AG land is a huge portion of the managed landscape and must be a top priority. 

26. Pedestrian and bicycle friendly - de-emphasis on the car 

27. Quiet 
28. It's hard to disagree that these are all important values, but I recognize that SJPT does not have to address them all and could work in partnership with 

other public or private groups. 

29. Shoreline environment viewed with "best available science" and economics included.  This is not an endorsement of the Dept. of Ecology's point of view. 
30. Guaranteed Open spaces free of subdivisions for visual peace. When I was young and my grandmother took me to West Beach on Orcas and Mar Vista on 

San Juan I totally enjoyed the freedom of fences, the beach, small boats and places to use them, swimming areas. A sense of the wild. I hated coming back 
to Edmonds. Eventually my parents bought the Orcas Hotel in 1967. I couldn't have asked for a better place to grow up. 

31. I think taking care of the wetlands and streams should help with water quality/quantity 

32. They are all important, ranking was very difficult. 

33. Agricultural land (land/production fertility)-preserving productive spaces and fertility for food production 

34. These are all key elements that will allow the next generation to continue to enjoy the San Juans. 

35. Low new housing impact 
36. Sustaining a cultural and biological heritage that is unique to the San Juan Islands---for example: the current Bluebird Project. A new heritage idea: 

researching Native  American population locations in the San Juans; making people familiar with their values and what they did to sustain themselves while 
living here. 

37. Open space 
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38. Keeping as much undeveloped land pristine as possible. 
39. Preserving open space and corridors, educating people to limit building size to encourage more open space, encourage people to site buildings to preserve 

open space. 

40. I think cities, EPA, and county should address the water issues 
41. Protect farmland.  
42. Need a balance with marinas and lodging and camping for access.  It should not be treated as a museum. 
43. Low levels of "light pollution," from restraining or limiting over-development. 
44. Quiet countryside, so we can hear birds, insects, and other animals, as well as the wind in the trees. 
45. The scenic vistas are an important asset for the San Juan Islands.  SJPT should aim to secure them when they are linked to preserving large parcels of forests 

and native habitat. 
46. Keep as much as possible undeveloped or lightly developed. 

47. We must continue to protect the shoreline and fish, marine habitats.  Guard them from pollution to safeguard their survival. 

48. Resisting commercialization of land/towns. 

49. open fields 

50. EDUCATION of all Islanders and seasonal visitors as to the use and preservation of these natural resources. 

51. Farmland preservation 

52. sustainable agriculture / farmlands 
53. The marine environment of these island is crucial to the entire Salish Sea and the more that we can protect our wetlands and coastal buffer zones the 

better for our marine ecosystems.  It is hard to choose the top priority here since all of them listed except for the vistas are interconnected. 

54. Protection of our water wildlife - salmon - orcas through strict enforcement of endangered species act. 

55. All of the environmental issues are interconnected. They need to be considered together. 

56. Farming---need low-impact, non-chemical practices 

57. public access to current waterfront areas- not regulating private lands already in development 

58. Open space and park lands for visitors and residents to enjoy 
59. No one would vote AGAINST any of these values. You have famed this question without reference to their interconnectedness to each other and to 

human residents. 
60. While all of these are important, we are ultimately islands, and our most important and valued asset is our shoreline. 
61. Encouraging homes that blend into the island landscape and encourage organic sustainable practices 
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Question 4:  

As you consider your 30-year vision for the islands (see above), tell us how important it is for the Preservation Trust to 
address these CULTURAL ISSUES: 

Answer Options 
This is 

SJPT's TOP 
PRIORITY 

This is an 
important 
issue for 

SJPT 

This is a low 
priority 

issue for 
SJPT 

SJPT should 
NOT 

address this 
cultural 

issue 

Response 
Count 

The pace - and character ï of land development 165 131 37 9 342 

 
Public access to island shoreline and unique natural  
areas 

152 146 35 9 342 

 
Availability of agricultural land for local food 
production 

92 169 68 10 339 

 
Leadership in the public arena, including planning and 
enforcement of regulations 

91 168 55 27 341 

 
Economic vitality of our island communities, including 
sustainable local industries 

50 148 87 53 338 

 
Rising cost-of-living displacing lower-income working 
people 

44 102 112 78 336 

 
Other CULTURAL ISSUES to consider (please specify) 

41 

answered question 345 

skipped question 27 

 
Comments: 

1. Reopen Madrona point with appropriate controls 
2. Do not feel qualified to answer 
3. Education and Stewardship which may be what your first item under "Leadership ...." is including. 
 
4. People desperately need affordable places to live and those who would like to help are forbidden to do this by county regulations not 
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allowing SMALL living spaces to be built or brought in by people who would like to do so. I emphasize the word SMALL: Park Model homes 
and cabins would have little impact on our island environment. Because of these regulations people are either forced to live in tents, cars, 
old busses, with no wŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƴƛǘŀǊȅ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΧ sometime with children or they simply have to leave our islands. Do we really WANT to 
drive people away and become another Aspen...a place with only trophy/second homes and commuting "workers"...that`s where we are 
headed because of these regulations. I see that type of future, part time residents who have little connection to our islands and/or massive 
homes with massive energy requirements as the REAL threat to the environment of our islands...not little homes needed to house our 
residents who can afford very little, as the biggest threat to our island. I think our environmental groups can best serve the environment by 
sensibly looking at ways that humans can live in the islands with the lowest environmental impact. 

5. On those issues that are rated a lower priority, I would encourage SJPT to work in collaboration with other island organizations that have 
this as a primary focus. 

6. The worst thing we're doing to the islands is building those prefab-type quality econo-homes for low-income needs.  Build rustic (cute, full 
of character, solid, sustainable) small cabins for full-time living assistance, instead, if it's going to happen at all.  THAT keeps island 
traditions alive!  But honestly, these "culdesac's" of low-income home opportunities (or even high-end culdesac's!) are ((a visual blight)) on 
the islands and they destroy the whole reason we're here - to NOT build up.  To NOT live mainland-style.  This just ((has)) to stop.  
Immediately. 

7. Without Enforcement of existing and future regulations, good people get penalized, while the greed-heads do as they please, and ask for a 
permit after-the-fact. 

8. Protection of native American traditions, cultural sites 
9. Support of artists in these communities 
10. Send the wealthy away to re-education camps and open up their homes to artists and workers. Reclaim farm land and farm it organically. 
11. Reducing our carbon footprint and keeping our roads scenic by promoting trailways for bicycles and pedestrian transportation. 
12. Education about low impact development.  Bigger is not always better 
13. Whatcom and Skagit Counties can contribute greatly to food production and availability 
14. Not sure how to word this, but I would wish that there could be a ceiling on construction so that the islands don't become a place where 

the rich and famous come and raise the land values to the point where the people who have lived there for generations can no longer 
afford it.  Perhaps a limit on square footage for homes regardless of the size of the piece of land. 

15. In other words, if we can avoid ruining the islands through development and misuse, most other concerns will work out OK. 
16. Supporting the recreation of a maritime-based economy and culture. 
17. Education to the inhabitants of the above issues 
18. Stick to protecting and preserving the most sensitive areas of our environment 
19. The other issues are important, but since resources are limited for preservation trust, put them into preservation. 
20. Smile, acknowledge others who live here, even if you do not know them personally. (We used to wave at every vehicle on the road and say 

hello to every person we met) 
21. If there is economic vitality, the lower income people would be less likely to be displaced. Lower income folks want nothing less than 
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anyone else on the island. A place to live and prosper. Also just to comment on the local food production, I think the islands could be more 
self sustaining in the future requiring less fresh foods to be brought in. There are some that think local foods will be much more important 
in a post fossil fuel economy where we don't fly for truck our food great distances. Better on the Co2 and human footprint too. 

22. Based on my experience enforcement of regulations needs some work.  If you follow the rules i.e. get permits, etc it is extremely painful 
and costly.  On the other hand if you just IGNORE the rules, there is NO enforcement or Penalties. 

23. I think there are other groups dealing with the issues that I felt SJPT should not address -- and you can't do everything! 
24. Stay out of politics. 
25. Architectural values----the preservation of local building traditions as much as possible and to prevent the erosion of such traditions so that 

we have fewer examples of "suburbia"---or substandard buildings that have a way of filtering through the current building permit process. 
26. The SJPT should be preserving the islands for future generations, rather than to benefit individual families, ie. are we only saving for our 

children,  but the entire global community. 
27. Cost of living issues are important, but I don't think they are something SJPT should be trying to tackle. 
28. Public education around landscape conservation should be an important issue for SJPT as part of the leadership role 
29. Under leadership above, I would emphasize planning and not necessarily enforcement. 
30. SJPT should pursue a San Juan County version of TPL - making public lands accessible.  Do not pursue the Friends of the SJ model. 
31. I care about these issues, but want SJPT focused on core mission. 
32. The "low priority" checks are very important issues, but probably better addressed by other groups who make them their priority. 
33. "Affordable housing" and public access are issues for government to address, not SJPT.  The only housing SJPT should be involved in is 

housing for its own employees (e.g., land stewards). Inherent in public access are management costs and issues that should not be part of 
SJPT's mission. 

34. note: SJPT's mission addresses some of these, just by nature of doing what they do. 
35. Appealing more to younger generations - children especially, and being more all-inclusive to folks who are unable to give monetarily but 

perhaps in other ways. 
36. I am concerned about agriculture with animal production and the environmental impact on our ecosystem.  We need to educate our 

people of the impact of animal eating and the environment 
37. Indigenous cultural heritage sights--important 
38. Don't try to be all things to all people. Please don't become another regulating/enforcing agency; we have too much of that. 
39. The Trust has been a little stingy about opening up its lands to public access. If you're going to protect our most cherished places, you've 

got to let people see them (it would be different if the islands were wilderness. They are not.) 
40. people and families that live here must be allowed to continue living here.  If we allow this place to become just a vacation retreat for the 

super rich, the character of this place will Die. 
41. mostly provide more education at the sites and maybe other ways to inform the public on what kind of things could be harmful or more 

education in other ways to let the community know exactly what ways they are negatively or positively affecting their immediate 
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environment. also for tourists. and inform people of easy ways to care for their surroundings. 

42. All these are important issues. 
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Question 5:  

 
As you consider your 30-year vision for the islands (see above), tell us how the San Juan Preservation Trust should 
prioritize these CONSERVATION STRATEGIES:    

Answer Options 
This is 

SJPT's TOP 
PRIORITY 

This is an 
important 

strategy for 
SJPT 

This is a low 
priority 

strategy for 
SJPT 

SJPT should 
NOT 

implement this 
conservation 

strategy 

Response 
Count 

 
Protect critical island habitat (regardless of its 
suitability for public access) 

220 103 18 0 341 

 
Protect land on the most populated (ferry served) 
islands (San Juan, Orcas, Lopez, Shaw, Guemes). 

159 155 21 2 337 

 
Protect island farmland for agriculture uses 

115 171 51 5 342 

 
Protect land on the remote, non-ferry served islands. 

86 194 52 4 336 

Provide people with access to protected natural areas 
in the islands 

82 186 63 9 340 

 
Protect island forests for sustainable forestry uses 

71 175 78 12 336 

 
Other CONSERVATION STRATEGIES to consider (please specify) 

32 

answered question 
34

7 

skipped question 25 

 
Comments: 

1. Farmland and forest preservation should fall to the Land Bank. 
2. Do not feel qualified to respond.  See previous comments. 
3. Continue doing what you have been doing for the past 30 years. 
4. Less Guemes, more San Juan Islands focus. 
5. As we cannot do it all, the ferry-served islands will be the most threatened, I would assume... However, thanks to the Ellis Family, Shaw is 
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quite well protected already. 
6. Please don't turn into a group like the Friends of San Juan.  Everyone I know is turned off by them and we all still like and trust you. 
7. Protecting habitat, regardless of public access is difficult, noble, and SO IMPORTANT. I cringe at the idea of extracting wood from delicate, 

small forests within our Island ecosystem(s). If that is the only way to protect forestland from complete manipulation and clearcutting, then 
this should be prioritized. But I hope we can realize the fragility of our forest systems. I think there is a lot more research needed in this 
field, and I hope we can limit the amount of forest manipulation, which is so much more than just the trees growing there. 

8. Land should be protected not because it is on a small uninhabited or big populated Island but because of its importance in terms of key 
habitat as well as its attainability. As for forests, what is sustainable use? I have to ask because I have heard clear cutting called sustainable 
use. All the old growth left in these Islands needs to be completely and absolutely protected. 

9. Recognize and preserve Commercial fishing as a sustainable local industry, and promote it as an important part of our economic and 
cultural heritage.  For example, research www.psc.org, to learn about the international treaty which governs the harvest management of 
surplus salmon, only after escapement goals have been met.  Historical island economy was dependent upon fishing and farming, it would 
be a shame to lose such an important part of our cultural heritage. 

10. Strike a balance between critical habitat that needs protection for its own sake, and preserving land so that it can be gently enjoyed by the 
public. 

11. "Urban sprawl" is a concern with the more populated islands 
12. Many places preserve shoreline.  We've already missed that boat, so let's preserve what we have in wetlands and farm land.  Puts some 

teeth in the wetlands laws. 
13. Protect land on Fidalgo Island too 
14. Prevent "bad" things from happening.  We need to define what is bad. 
15. Rehabilitate wild salmon runs. 
16. Control access to sensitive environment areas 
17. The meaning of "protect" is a little nebulous. 
18. Sorry on so many comment but; for the access to protected areas I think it depends on what you're protecting whether access should be 

permitted. Say a Eagles nest then no access. A nice potentially but many factors would need to be evaluated before access should be 
granted. We humans have a lot of access already. Maybe leave some for everything else. Not to criminalize a violator but don't advocate 
access. 

19. Ferry served islands get the most traffic and demand for development 
20. I think island forests should be protected.  I'm not convinced that they need to be harvested, even if it is done supposedly sustainably. 
21. Repeat "other" answer to question # 4. 
22. These are not strategies they are desired outcome.  These don't really speak to conservation they speak to land use. 
23. I think public access is an important tool to build support - but land protection should take precedent over public access 
24. PUBLIC ACCESS!  THAT SHOULD BE YOUR MISSION! 
25. Parterships! 
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26. Ask school children what they envision! They have good ideas. 
27. The trust's duty is to preserve the land.  As done thru purchases and easements.  Just as your doing now.  Every acquisition will impede 

"progress", but progress is inevitable.  So do all you can to preserve the San Juans as they are now. 
28. Help purchase land leased from DNR (Lopez Hill, Odlin South) 
29. Residents need reasonable access to protected areas to understand and appreciate our islands. Land that "disappears into protection" 

serves no current or future value. 
30. The outer islands are where it's at. In addition to holding our most pristine natural areas, those of us that live on the ferry-served islands 

would like to more access to the remote islands around us.  Let the Land Bank worry about the major islands. The real jewels lie beyond. 
31. Inventory natural assets (perhaps in conjunction with TNC or other public or private conservation entities.  Protect diversity of these assets.  

Public access is an important consideration (without it you lose public support) but not if it conflicts with primary protection of unique 
assets. 
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Question 6:  

 
Please tell us which of these activities you feel that the San Juan Preservation Trust should emphasize to increase its 
effectiveness and relevance (check one or more):  

Answer Options 
Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

LAND ACQUISITION: Identify and permanently protect priority island properties. 84.3% 284 

 
STEWARDSHIP: Initiate more land rehabilitation and habitat restoration projects, and provide education 
and resources for private landowners. 

79.5% 268 

 
COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP: Play a more active role in planning the long-term future of the islands. 

55.5% 187 

 
AGRICULTURE: Seek opportunities to work with farmers and farming advocates to improve the economic 
feasibility of farming in the islands. 

43.0% 145 

 
PUBLIC ACCESS: Provide more opportunities for people to access and enjoy low-impact recreation activities 
on special island properties. 

42.7% 144 

 
LOCAL SCHOOLS: Provide conservation education programs for local island schools (resident children) 

42.4% 143 

 
POLITICAL INVOLVEMENT: Play a more active role in controversial land use issues. 

37.4% 126 

 
SEASONAL EDUCATION: Provide summer conservation education programs for children and young people 
(for both residents and summer visitors). 

36.5% 123 

 
SPECIAL EVENTS: Provide more Trust-led outings and social gatherings on special island properties. 

27.0% 91 

 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING: Seek partnership opportunities with the local affordable housing groups that 
combine land conservation with affordable housing. 

20.2% 68 

 
Comments or other activities that you think SJPT should emphasize: 

12.8% 43 

answered question 337 

skipped question 35 
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Comments: 
1. Preserve the beauty. 
2. Political involvement is controversial.  I guess I'd like to see SJPT stay above the political fray, but it may be necessary to exert influence as 

long as it is done without partisanship.  Would be a good topic for a discussion group representing multiple views. 
3. These are all worthwhile activities to facilitate and encourage what should remain, for now, the Trust's primary focus and that is protecting 

island properties. 
4. I don't trust SJPT. 
5. Politics - Best stay clear, if at all possible... But if involvement is  needed,  work with "The Friends". 
6. Future 'development' of future housing within the Islands should be hugely integrated with stewardship/land use issues. In depth land 

assessment? Utilization of on-site energy/water/wind/building materials/solar orientation? Architecture focused on building around and 
within local landscapes? Maintaining habitat/animal trails/green spaces/wildlife corridors? Free talks/discussions with future residents on 
the history/character/function/strengths and weaknesses of the building site? 

7. Thanks for what you do! 
8. Land Acquisition and Conservation easements. Preserve lands. Get cooperation with private land owners to get access to areas for 

recreation. Make the islands not just for the super rich but for day users too who do not own land there. 
9. I have to add aquaculture (Commercial fishing) to the Agriculture component.  We also need the PT to "seek opportunities to work with 

local fishermen to improve the economic feasibility" of fishing in the islands by educating locals and visitors about our cultural heritage, and 
that we are not taking salmon out of the Orcas mouths. 

10. Respond proactively to the SJC Planning Dept's 2009 report on affordable housing and commuting workers over the next 15 years. Respond 
proactively to the ticking time bomb of an unsustainable build out potential for SJC 

11. Be conservation advocates not regulators. Education is very important in my mind. The trust has the trust of the people, we need to 
maintain it. The Place in the Islands effort is really good. 

12. Do all these things while vigorously defending private property rights 
13. It will be difficult to everything for everyone so you will have to make hard choices on where to direct your efforts. 
14. Stop Negative association with the "friends of the San Juans" who seek to take property rights and penalize property owners, and 

concentrate on acquisition and stewardship of lands that become available - stick with what you have been doing = positive long term goals 
15. Don't become a lobbying or policy think tank. Preserve land and culture. Operate lean. 
16. Maritime economy: find ways to support access to the water, as well as water-based industry (fishing, shellfish, tours, maritime shipping or 

trade).  Also, REHABILITATION OF WILD SALMON RUNS. 
17. SJPT AG focus should NOT be on economic feasibility!!!  It should be on land management / fertility & environment.  Do what SJPT does 

well, PROTECT LAND, avoid getting bogged down in micro projects & politics.  SJPT has AG land easements that need better guidelines.  I 
have offered to help build management guidelines and the offer remains. <name and contact information removed> 

18. Sometimes it seems like you are most interested in interacting with wealthy landowners...but even those with small parcels, or those who 
rent, feel a strong connection with the islands. You could do a better job at making all residents and visitors feel that they have a role to 
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play in protecting the islands. 
19. Educate people to the advantage of saving land for our future generations and rid the trust of the "elite" image. 
20. Under Stewardship - I think SJPT could help with enforcement of laws/rules by reporting egregious violations to local government (who can 

barely handle the approval processes for those who apply for permits) 
21. I think political involvement would be the death of the organization.  I think others are doing conservation education and agriculture 

outreach.  Focus on what you do best. 
22. I would prefer that SJPT focus on preservation, and leave public education to San Juan Nature Institute and the Whale Museum, and 

political issues to the Friends of the SJ. 
23. All of these activities are important, but the Trust can't do everything without the risk of spreading its resources too widely, resulting in 

ineffective programs. I would like to see emphasis on political and community involvement in long-term land use/conservation planning, 
plus the land acquisition and stewardship work you already do so well. 

24. Negotiate with grantors of conservation easements to permit public access 
25. I feel THE most important thing to do is to protect the islands from development.  I've spent most of my adult life(40 yrs) in Hawaii and I've 

seen what can happen to an island environment if development is allowed to go unchecked. 
26. These other items are worthy, but perhaps better served by other agencies. 
27. All of the above seem important. 
28. Land acquisition and easement protection should remain the focus, but advocacy and education should also be developed 
29. Encourage leadership and volunteering in a noxious weed program. 
30. Please stay out of affordable housing and focus on land acquisition and maintenance. 
31. Political involvement: only if it respectful of landowner rights. 
32. To tell you the truth, I am torn about the farming and ag lands issue.  I think I need to spend more time learning about this issue and 

thinking about it. 
33. Stick to basic goals and don't spread Trust resources too thinly. 
34. There are abundant non-profits in the San Juans and it would be wise for the SJPT to coordinate with these organizations rather than 

attempting to duplicate their missions. 
35. Agriculture, seasonal ed, affordable housing, community leadership! 
36. "Preservation" and "Trust" are what SJPT is all about.  When donors contribute land or dollars, they TRUST it is for PRESERVATION, not 

income redistribution.  While education is important, that should be undertaken by a separate entity so that donations can be 
earmarked for that purpose.  Preserving these precious islands and its unique features and character so that future generations can 
enjoy them has historically been the mission of SJPT.  If that mission is to change to encompass social issues such as "affordable 
housing", my donations will cease. 

37. Build a trail network on all major islands for hiking, and possibly horseback riding, through easements with private land owners 
38. I'm torn on the issue of public access. I don't think that it should be a priority but I do think that because of the increase in privatization 

of our Islands certain wild life habitats get a lot more traffic. I think that habitat protection is more important than people's right to go 
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where they please BUT I also think that it's important that people from all walks of life including those who cannot afford to buy land 
here can enjoy these Islands. In my opinion one of the things we could do is a Scandinavian style everyman's right which would entitle 
anyone and everyone to walk anyone and everyone's land, as long as they respected it. I don't however see all of our wealthy retirees 
going for it. 

39. While providing conservation education is a noble idea, that's not why I donate money to the trust.  Stick with (a) protecting land, (b) 
taking care of land, and (c) finding the support you need to do these things (a & b). Education should be limited to audiences that can 
directly help you with a, b & c. Spending time in schools is a distraction from what you should be doing. 

40. Community leadership will come from doing the job well.  Too much political involvement risks alienating potential supporters in 
polarized land use issues. 

41. Be involved in managed growth initiatives.  No growth is not an option, but carefully managed is recognizing both the rights of 
landowners and the goals of the SJPT. 

42. maybe more classes offered somewhere throughout the year where it would be affordable and easy for people that are curious about 
whats everywhere around them, what exciting or rare things it is possible to see, and maybe even free workshops every once in awhile 
or free lectures like the marine science lectures at camp orkila, which were great. 

43. I believe that political involvement could be a good thing but it may also be polarizing and hurt the work you are trying to do.  Perhaps 
educational channels are the most effective? 
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Question 7: 

Are you currently a member of the San Juan Preservation Trust?  

Answer Options 
Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

Yes 66.7% 224 

No 11.3% 38 

Maybe/Not sure 22.0% 74 

answered question 336 

skipped question 36 
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Question 8: 

How did you first learn about the San Juan Preservation Trust?   

Answer Options 
Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

I learned about the Preservation Trust from my family, friends or neighbors 36.5% 123 

I was interested in one of the Preservation Trustôs capital campaigns (Turtleback, Watmough, etc.) 18.4% 62 

Other (please specify) 15.1% 51 

I received a copy of ñA Place in the Islandsò in the mail when I purchased land in the islands 11.0% 37 

I noticed the Preservation Trust in press or media (newspaper, internet, etc.) 10.1% 34 

I received a copy of the Preservation Trustôs newsletter 8.9% 30 

answered question 337 

skipped question 35 

 
 
Comments: 

1. I introduced myself to former executive director, Bob Myhr 

2. Don't remember. 

3. I learned about the Trust because a friend left a portion of her estate to the Trust. 

4. taxes 

5. Executive Director was in my wedding 

6. When I was there several years ago, I asked how I could help and was told about the Trust. 

7. through work 
8. Land conservation is in my DNA. My father was a founding trustee of the Nantucket Conservation Foundation and served as the board president from 

1973 until his death in 1980. 

9. Really don't remember it's been so long ago. 

10. County Fair years ago 

11. A portion of our family's property was placed in a conservation easement. 

12. Don't know 

13. I sought it out. 

14. I bought island property with a pre-existing SJPT conservation easement. 

15. I found SJPT when researching ways to donate to preserving the islands. 

16. Both Arthur and Bill Boyd were instrumental... 
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17. Hiked on San Juan Preservation property. 

18. Plein Air Washington 
19. As a long time islander, I am aware of the preservation trust, more recently, I have been interested in public access/bike path opportunities 

on PT properties adjacent to roadways. 
20. I tried to initiate The Path Ways Project before the trust was formed. The idea was to buy land with access to the water. There were a lot of 

people thinking about conservation back then. I am so thankful that real shakers and movers were onto it and created the trust. 
21. I don't know since my first exposure to the islands began over 30 years ago. 
22. I went on a wildflower hike. 
23. Own land with easement. 
24. Well for me I was involved with the trust the 1st time with Turtleback in that we did the tours of the Anchor markers and compasses. 

Through that experience I was more certain the markers would be at least cataloged and in the case of the big anchor was put on the 
Smithsonian list and thus preserved. Mark and I enjoyed the people we worked with. Maybe with more research and time we can do some 
more investigations. 

25. I learned about it from my realtor when we bought property as she was a strong supporter.  That suggests more outreach/education of the 
realtors in the islands. 

26. The initial 10 acres we purchased was already under an easement to the trust. 
27. Long ago - when we applied for Open Space for our property, the Open Space people suggested we look into SJPT, which had just been 

formed 
28. memorial gift for deceased friend 
29. I can't remember! 
30. Guemes Mt. 
31. I was interested in granting a conservation easement 
32. Our realtor gave us information about the trust and a pamphlet requesting donations to Turtleback Mtn. capital campaign. 
33. Co-founder 
34. I learned about the Preservation Trust from one of the Board Members 
35. We live near the Henry Island location 
36. We probably received a copy of "A...Islands" when we purchased property in 2002. 
37. I received this survey 
38. don't know, just did 
39. I can't remember! 
40. I'm an artist and I have done the paint-outs with the trust 
41. I was a founding member 
42. I honestly don't remember!  But I guess it was through one of the Trust's mailings. 
43. It came up at a meeting of the Lopez Community Trails Network of which I am a member. 
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44. I joined 
45. donation 
46. Involvement in Lopez Island Trails Committee 
47. Probably all of the above at one time or another 
48. Live on Lopez; knew about it from the beginning. 
49. I live on Lopez - it's been visible for years 
50. Property next to mine was purchased by the Trust. 
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Question 9: 

Is there one (or more) of the San Juan Islands that is particularly special to 
you and your family? Check all that might apply:  

Answer Options 
Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

Lopez 37.0% 122 

Orcas 34.5% 114 

No (all of the islands are equally important to me) 18.8% 62 

San Juan 18.5% 61 

Sucia 11.8% 39 

Stuart 9.4% 31 

Waldron 9.1% 30 

Henry 5.2% 17 

Cypress 4.5% 15 

Shaw 4.2% 14 

Guemes 3.3% 11 

Blakely 2.7% 9 

Fidalgo 2.7% 9 

Crane 2.4% 8 

Decatur 2.1% 7 

Johns 2.1% 7 

Lummi 1.5% 5 

Obstruction 0.9% 3 

Sinclair 0.9% 3 

Brown 0.3% 1 

Other island? 5.5% 18 

answered question 330 

skipped question 42 

 
Other Islands: 

1. I easily could have checked every island as I have been on almost every island of material size.  But Lopez Island is particularly special to me. 

2. Spieden 

3. Yellow 
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4. Patos Island 

5. Matia 

6. Yellow island and Blind Island 
7. I believe the larger, more 'developed' Islands are in greatest need of our aid, although we must keep a watchful eye on the smaller islands that often go 

unlooked. 

8. CHARLES ISLAND 

9. Not to important as we love them all. 

10. Patos 

11. Yellow 

12. Yellow 
13. Patos 
14. James 
15. Puffin! 
16. Skull Island 

17. All Islands should "feel the same" 

18. Patos 
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Question 10: 

Is your primary residence in the San Juan Islands? 

Answer Options 
Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

Yes 54.2% 182 

No 45.8% 154 

If you answered "No" above, in what city (or ZIP code) is your primary 
residence? 

135 

answered question 336 

skipped question 6 

IŦ ȅƻǳ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ άbƻέ ŀōƻǾŜΣ ƛƴ ǿƘŀǘ Ŏƛǘȅ όƻǊ ½Lt ŎƻŘŜύ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜΚ 

Seattle (ZIP 981+) 44 

Greater Puget Sound 52 

Bend, OR 
 Madison,WI        2 

San Mateo, CA 

Denver, CO 
 Durham, NC 

Honolulu, Hawaii 

Los Angeles 
 Missoula, MT 

Lake Tahoe, CA 

Ocala, Florida 
Philadelphia, PA 
St. Louis, MO 

Waikapu, Hawaii 
Wenatchee, WA 
San Francisco, CA 
Dana Point, CA 

  Orange County, CA   3 


